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INTRODUCTION 
Westbrook Pegler is a Pulitzer Prize winner and has 
been selected in a poll of 500 editors of daily newspapers 
as the "best adult columnist writing for the American press." 
But he is best known as a maligner of persons 6 places and 
things 6 a "champion of invective." 
This thesis was undertaken to determine whether P~gler 
is fair, as he says 6 or unfair, as so many others say. If 
he is fair, then why do so many persons cry "foul." If he 
is unfair, then are his opinions respected? .And if he is 
unfair, why is his syndicated column ttFair Enough" used by 
so many papers? 
The thesis is in two parts. Part I contains a personal 
history of Pegler. Part II is a content analysis of "Fair 
Enough." 
A random sample of Pegler's columns 6 from January 1942 6 
February 1943, and on through December 1953, was taken and 
the contents of each column were measured and classified as 
"favorable, 0 "unfavorable," or "neutral.u Fractions were 
not used. If the comment measured included a fraction of' 
one-half inch or more, a fUll inch was added; if the fractio 
was less than one-half inch, it was dropped. 
~-- --·--= ---= =-~~~ 
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As the columns were read categories such as 8 Politics 
and Political Figures" and !'Unions and Union Figures" were 
developed and pertinent subject matter was placed in them. 
For example, i:f a twenty-inch column was devoted to union 
strikers and it included six inches o:f unfavorable comment 
about Mrs. Franklin Delano Roosevelt for refUsing to cross 
a picket line, the six inches of comment unfavorable to Mrs. 
Roosevelt was placed in the "Politics and Political Figures" 
category and the remaining fourteen inches placed in the 
"unions and Union Figures" category. 
Mrs. Roosevelt might also have been placed in the 
"Newspapers and Newspapermen" category but it is believed 
that most readers would be more inclined to identify her 
with politics. In fact, because o:f the importance o:f their 
:father, the entire Roosevelt :family was placed in the 
"Politics and Political Figures" category. 
In addition to developing more categories as new 
material entered the columns of "Fair Enough" the 
percentages of space allocated to each category for each 
month were taken to determine the variation o:f content and 
to indicate any trends. 
Tables showing the types o:f comment and the categories 
into which the comment fell were kept :for each month. These 
tables were combined into one master table which reflects the 
type and amount o:r comment and the categories into which it 
---- --"----'--=---
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fell during the entire period of sampling. They are included \ 
in the appendix. 
Included in the body of the content analysis is a graph 
showing the comparative percentages of favorable, unfavorable 
and neutral comment made during the period examined, and 
other graphs charting the fluctuations of each category 
from January 1942 to December 1953. 
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PART I 
ABOUT WESTBROOK PEGLER 
CHAPTER I 
THE FORMATIVE YEARS 
Young Pegler 
Westbrook Pegler was ' born on August 4, 1894, the son 
of A~thur James Pegler, who was sports editor of the 
Minneapolis Journal at the time. His mother was Frances 
Nicholson before her marriage, a Canadian girl of Irish 
lineage.1 As a member of a family whose head made his 
living in newspaper work, he was constantly exposed to 
talk of the newspaper trade and developed an inquisitive 
nature at an early age. 
· When he was .five years old, while taking a Sunday 
walk with his .father and older brother Jack, Westbrook 
disappeared, turned up at a nearby police station and 
was taken home in a patrol wagon. He later · explained 
that he wasn't lost but had deliberately gone into the 
police station because he wanted to see how it .felt to 
ride in the wagon.2 
His .first actual experience with newspaper work came 
at the age of eight when as a tough kid he hawked papers 
t~--1 I 
. I 
r. _ _ 
I, 
I' I 
in the Minneapolis suburb of Excelsior, usually quiet 
when he was not around. Of this stage of his life, 
Charles Fisher, author of "The Columnists," wrote: 
"Biographers have said th:at he was already 
full of what was. to become his permanent 
philosophy: that a lad who didh•t want to 
be pushed around in life had better make 
sure to give the first shove. 
By way, possibly, of perfecting his system, 
he spent what time he could listening to 
the hoboes around the railroad tracks and 
drinking soda pop in the local saloons. 
In that fashion, he may have first cult-
ivated the method Qf expression for which 
he is now famous."J 
Other than newspaper vending, Pegler had spare time 
jobs such as jerking sodas, setting up pins in bowling 
alleys and working in stockyards while progressing through 
school. At 16, he quit a technical school he was attend-
ing and took a job as office boy in the United Press 
Bureau in Chicago.4 
He became interested in drawing and thought of 
becoming a cartoonist. When it was suggested that if 
II he wanted to be a cartoonist or an effective newspaperman, 
II 
he should get more formal education, he enrolled in Loyola 
Academy where he studied for two years.5 
I 
I 
II Foreign Assignment 
,I 
11 When he left Loyola, Pegler went back to the United 
II 
II 
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2 
Press and was sent to a paper in Des Moines to try out as 
a news artist. Unsuccessful., he dropped his cartooning 
aspirations. The United Press then sent him to bureaus 
in st. Louis, New York and Dallas; and in 1916 he was 
sent to London as part of the staff covering World War I. 
Pegler didn't like his assignment and the persona 
with wham he c~e in contact evidently didn't like Pegler 
for numerous complaints against him were received in the 
United Press office. The crass manner in which he 
approached officials with questions such as, "Hey, Cap., 
got any victories to report?" or., "Say., is it true the 
subs got six of your grain ships yesterday?" were the 
b.asis for some of the complaints. 6 
Of Pegler's clash with an admiral over censorship, 
Fisher, in "The Columnists," writes: 
"He moved on to Queenstown, where he discovered 
bad blood and fighting between British and 
American sailors. Officials at home had been 
insisting that the personnel of the two navies 
dwelt in amity and Pegler was properly ang-
ered at such mendacious propaganda. He filed, 
or attempted to file, the correct story, and 
promptly attracted the animus of Admiral Sims. 
The admiral was still snorting when Pegler 
cleared the censor with another proscribed 
item: an account of a fight between an 
American destroyer and a U-boat, in which 
the destroyer crew believed it sank the 
sub. The allied navies were then concerned, 
as they are in this war, with keeping that 
sort of data secret for a time; they preferred ' 
to let Germany wonder where the unreported ~· 
subs were. Pegler managed to find a censor 
I 
l 
r ,, 
II 
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who would pass . the story. He secured fram him 
a stamped duplicate, to prove he had used 
regular channels. 
Stms exploded when the news was released, 
denied the story and had Pegler arrested. 
(In September or 1943, by the way, Pegler 
told or it in a column, declaring that on 
that occasion 26 years ago Sims had 'uttered 
a deliberate falsehood.' The column is rae-
amended to the attention of the school which 
holds that Pegler's angry words are really 
rather charming, and that he never holds 
grudges."7 
The United Press secured Pegler's release and sent 
him to the continent where he again got into trouble when 
he tried to smuggle out a letter to Roy Howard telling of 
the censoring outrages he was enduring. The letter was 
found by the censors and Pegler's career as a foreign 
correspondent ended. He enlisted in the American Navy 
at Liverpool and was assigned to shore duties until the 
armistice.8 
The· Switch to Sports 
After the armistice, back in New York and again 
working for the United Press, Pegler was told by Floyd 
Gibbons, a highly publicized war correspondent, that the 
most money in the newspaper business was being made by 
feature sports writers. He also advised Pegler to stop 
using "w. J. Pegler" as the byline for his pieces and 
adopt his "pullman car first name."9 
Heeding this advice Pegler switched to sports 6 filed 
II 
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I 
the entire sports wire for United News~ which was the 
United Press morning paper service~ selected the liveliest 
or most fantastic sports story of the day~ gave pains-
taking attention to the style in which it was written 1 
and filed it: "By Westbrook Pegler."10 His writing was 
noted by editors throughout the country and the United 
Press began sending him on choice assignments~ not only 
of sports but of all types~ giving him the freedom to 
exploit fully his superb craftsmanship. 
It was on one of these assignments that he met his 
wife, the former Julia Harpman~ of the Daily News. They 
met on the steps of the house in which Joseph B. Elwell 
was mysteriously murdered in 1920, and they were married 
in 1922. The ceremony had been delayed for more than a 
year because of an automobile accident in which Miss 
Harpman was seriously injured. ll 
As he continued to cover crime cases, Political 
Conventions, sporting events and whatever else took his 
fancy, his fame began to increase and his earnings began 
to skyrocket. His salary in 1925 was $150 a week when 
the Chicago Tribune became entranced by his gusty columns 
and hired him away from the United Press at $250 to work 
as a roving sports reporter. 12 Westbrook Pegler was on 
his way to the higher income brackets. 
------~~--
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FOOTNOTES 
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I 1. Charles Fisher, The Columnists, (New York: Howell 
I Soskin, 1944) P• 175 
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CHAPT.ER II 
THE DISSENTER 
New Fields 
By 1932 Westbrook Pegler was making $30~000 a year 
working for the Chicago Tribune. It was in this year that 
I he started to concentrate on the field of politics~ ridic-
11 
I 
II 
II 
il 
I 
uling the bigwigs in Washington. His readers~ amazed at 
the impious manner in which he treated the representatives 
of the people, were delighted with his columns and Scripps-
Howard bought him away from the Tribune to use in their 
Chain of newspapers. 
Pegler understood the value of writing controversial II ,, 
His first column for Howard was slanted in I material. 
favor of lynching parties. It began: 
"As one member of the rabble, I will admit that 
I said, •Fine~ that is swell,• when the papers 
came up that day, telling of the lynching of 
two men who killed the young fellow in Calif-
ornia~ and I haven't changed my mind yet for 
all the storm of1~ight-mindedness which has blown up since." .:S 
Howard refused to accept a column supporting lynching 
-l 
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as an opening shot. Pegler wrote on a different subject. 
On the second day he wrote on another less ticklish issue, 
but on the third day he again submitted the lynching 
column. It was accepted. His columns were distressing 
to many editors who remembered him chiefly as a sports 
writer extraordinary and expected the material submitted 
to them to be composed primarily of sports rather than of 
national affairs. 
In 1935, Pegler abandoned his jibes at the national 
scene and took a trip abroad. He directed some bilious 
columns against the Nazism of Adolph Hitler and the 
Fascism of Benito Mussolini and their campaigns against 
the Jews, predicting that they were headed down the road 
to war. 
Although he detested the Communists, who were 
Supporting the Loyalists, and although he himself was 
a Catholic, and the Catholic church was on the side of 
the Nationalists in the Spanish Revolution, Pegler 
supported the Loyalists in his columns. When he wrote 
on Spain, numerous papers rerused to print his columns 
II 
I because many readers believed he was anti-Catholic. In 
I 
I! 
II 
:, 
II 
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nThe Columnists,n Fisher tells this story: 
11 An elderly priest from Canton, Ohio, on a 
visit to New York, stopped in at the office 
of the United Feature syndicate and complained 
to George Carlin, the manager, that Pegler 
was violently anti-Catholic. Carlin told him 
that Pegler was a Catholic as he, Carlin, was 
I 
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r= himself. The priest said 'My son. I do not 
believe you.• Carlin offered to get Pegler 
on the phone. rung him up at home and put 
the priest on the wire. 
I, 
•Mr. Pegler.• he said• •Mr. Carlin here says 
you are a Catholic.• · 
•That is right. Father.• said Pegler. 
1Mr. Pegler. do you regularly receive 
the sacraments of the church?' 
'Father. that is a matter of confession. 
not for~. telephone conversation,• Pegler 
replied.J..4 
His columns were directed against totalitanarianism. 
not against religion, and Pegler's feelings against 
totalitanarianism of any sort were the same in those 
years as they are today. 
The Pulitzer Prize 
During the late thirties, Pegler traveled throughout 
the United States and while in Los Angeles he began to 
focus his attention on labor racketeering. He learned 
that most Hollywood studios were paying large sums of 
shakedown money to Willie Bioff, West Coast representative 
of the International Alliance of Theatre Employees, who 
was threatening them with ruinous strikes. 
He investigated Bioff, found that he had been con-
victed of pandering in Chicago in 1922, but had never 
served his prison sentence. He concentrated on Bioff in 
'1---- --
1 
9 
I 
I 
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~~ his columns and was responsible ~or his being ejected ~rom 
I his powerfUl position in Hollywood and sent to jail.15 
I 
I 
I 
I' 
His next big case against a union racketeer won him 
the Pulitzer Prize ~or 1940. He learned that a man named 
George Scalise, o~ the Building Service Employees Inter-
national Union, had once served a term in prison for white 
slavery and was now milting hotel men o~ money by threat-
ening to call strikes. 
For three months Pegler wrote about Scalise, ident-
ifying him with the American Federation of Labor to hold 
the attention o~ his large reading audience. Scalise 
was accused, not only o~ shaking down hotel men but also 
or stealing from his own union. 
He was convicted and went to jail wailing, "I've 
been Peglerized."16 
Pegler's harassment o~ unions aroused labor leaders. 
In 1943, James B. Carey, Secretary-Treasurer o~ the 
Congress o~ Industrial Organizations, who debated the 
question "Is Pegler Fair7" with Pegler in an issue o~ the 
Ladies Home Journal, said that all union leaders were not 
crooks and that Pegler should give some attention to 
honest union men in his columna.l7 Citing himsel~ as an 
example, Carey said that he had never looted a union 
treasury, never visited the Kremlin, riever been arrested 
~or drunken driving and never beaten his wi~e. There were 
I 
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thousands ef other union leaders like himself, he said, 
but Pegler never wrote about them in his columns. He 
did not ask Pegler to leave unions alone, all he asked for 
was a fair shake, said Carey. 
In reply, Pegler said that he was being fair to the 
unions, then devoted the rest of his article to chastizing 
unions and "unioneers.nl8 
More Honors 
When the University of Wisconsin Scho01 of Journalism 
conducted a poll of 500 daily newspaper editors to deter-
mine who they thought was "the best adult columnist writing 
for the American press," Westbrook Pegler won by a wide 
margin. Raymond Clapper came in a poor second. 19 
This was in 1942 when the war was going full blast. 
I 
1 
Shortly after the award had been bestowed~ Pegler wrote 
I 
II 
a column in which he said that largely because of the 
part Russia would play in writing the peace, "our own 
people will pick up the marbles and come on home to be 
more nationalistic than ever, but very militaristic too." 
As a nation, he went on, "we simply aren't inclined 
. to world brotherhood. We are strictly loners." 
The Christian Century magazine took objection to this 
sort of writing and wondered, "What does it indicate about 
11 American daily journalism if this sort of thing is what the 
!I 
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From the course the United States has followed since 
the end of World War II it would indicate that Pegler knew 
what he was writing. 
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CHAPTER III 
COLUMNIST OR CALUMNIST? 
Attack and Counterattack 
The ranting discourse of Westbrook Pegler in his 
columns has brought retaliation in several different 
forms. 
In Chicago in 1944, Pegler, who was being carried in 
the Daily News, had some good words to say about Colonel 
Robert McCormick's Tribune and many harsh words to say 
about Marshall Field III, whose Chicago Sun was an imp-
ortant client of the Daily News building. As a result, 
the News dropped Pegler's columns but continued to pay 
hJ.m. There was Pegler, nwithout a stage in the nation's 
second largest city;n2o · 
This was only a temporary banishment, however, for 
the News, subjected to pressure for withholding his 
column from other newspapers, later said, "We shall be 
glad to release the column immediately."21 
In 1945, Westbrook Pegler shifted from Scripps-
Howard to Hearst's King Features syndicate and Roy 
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Howard said: 
"The Scripps-Howard parting with Pegler is a 
symptom of a journalistic problem that arises 
when a writer is given carte blanche to express 
himself with complete and uncontrolled freedom. 
"This problem concerns journalistic technique 
and editorial judgment in determining how 
loudly and how frequently a writer may sound 
a single note without upsetting a newspaper's 
editorial balance. 
"Scripps-Howard has never exercised control 
over the subject matter or the opinions of 
Mr. Pegler as they appear in his columns, 
but we have been unable to satisfy our 
readers on this point, or convince them 
that Mr. Pegler has always expressed Pegler 
without regard t~ the opinions or policy of 
Scripps-Howard." 3 
Pegler's reason for parting was uncharacteristically 
mild. He said, "I am very happy about it. I got another 
job and a better one. Roy Howard and I have always been 
good friends and we're parting good friends."24 
That same year, when Pegler announced his intention 
of violating the voluntary censorship code o:f Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt's travels imposed by new~papers, his 
new Hearst stablemate, George Dixon, wrote, "It will be 
a distinct privilege and pleasure to forward him nasty 
and insulting notes at one o:f our leading penitentiaries.n22 
When the Tallahassee Democrat conducted a Pegler poll 
in 1945 to determine whether its readers wanted the paper 
to continue carrying the column, one anti-Pegler vote was 
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sent along with a letter which read, "I am not one of those 
who can take Pegler or leave him alone. I have to take 
himl Day after day I have to take him and I'm tired of 
it. You see I am, 
You~ proofreader, 
E. S. H. " 
The proofreader had to continue taking him fo~ 
. . ' 25 
Pegler won the poll. 
Even Pegler himself beg~ to find his columns too 
I 
vinegary that year. Time magazine26said, "Westbrook 
Pegler, most glowering of columnists, suddenly bared to 
his ,readers a gentle, wistful soul. Sourball Pegler 
confessed that he had found his •stock of merry jape and 
wit' quite low and was considering steps to correct this." 
The magazine then went on to quote from on of Pegler's 
columns: 
"Several acquaintances have said to .me lately 
that although to know me is to love me and 
I have a heart or gold, I do myself a great 
injustice and deny the world a measure of 
sweetness and laughter which it could easily 
absorb. 
"As I look back now I recall that my late 
colleague, Heywood Broun {whose funeral w~s 
to play an important role in a libel case 
years later), who really was a friend in the 
old days, foreswore his sense or humor and, 
I thought, his sense or fairness when he 
became a man with a message."27 
He continued to do himself a great injustice, However, 
I 
I 
!I 
\ 
'I 
I· 
IJ 
I 
I 
" 
16 
J 
deluging his readers with accusations and denunciations 
and giving them very small measure of "sweetness and 
Laughter." 
Pegler Flays, Hearst Pays 
When Pegler was working for Scripps-Howard the men 
with the blue pencils must have been kept working over-
time, for in 11 years of his rages no libel suit had 
ever been instituted against Pegler, Howard or United 
Features. But in his first six months with Hearst's 
King Features three libel suits were initiated for 
28 damages totaling $3,650,000. 
No libel suit was successful, however, until June 
29, 1954, when a Federal court jury awarded Quentin 
Reynolds damages in a suit brought against Pegler and 
two Hearst Corporations.29 In terms of dollars, the 
suit cost Pegler nothing for under his contract the 
Hearst Corporations must pay any bills for libel damages.3° 
During the trial the only big town paper providing 
regular coverage was the New York Post. The major wire 
services, the Associated Press and the United Press, 
filed running stories of the trial but only British 
newspapers, where Quentin Reynolds is a favorite (and 
Pegler isn't) regularly ran the copy.31 
Reynolds asked $500,000 in damages and said that a 
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Pegler column written in 1949, in which Reynolds was 
called an "absentee war eorrespondentn with a "yellow 
streak" cost him a fortune in the magazine and enter-
tainment rield. 
In addition to being yellow Pegler said that Reynolds 
practised nudism and had walked nude along a Connecticut 
road "with his wench," that he had proposed to Heywood 
Broun's wife when she was on the way to Broun's funeral, 
and that he was a "rree loader" and "big dope. tt32 
Of his "friend in the old days," Heywood Broun,33 
Pegler told the jury, "he was filthy, unpressed and 
uncombed. He went around with his fly open and looked 
like a skid row bum."34 
Richard Chaplin, assistant publisher of Collier's, 
testiried that the magazine bouSht more than 300 Reynolds 
articles over a 17 year period, paying him about 
$350,000. But, he said, after the Pegler column was 
published, Collier's didn't buy a single Reynolds piece. 
When he suggested to Louis Ruppel, then Collier's editor, 
that they buy one or his stories, Ruppel said, "What's 
the matter with you, haven't you read Pegler?"35 
Ruppel later took the stanB and denied this. 
Federal Judge Edward Weinrield told the jury that 
Pegler had clearly libeled Reynolds and that it was up 
to them to decide the damages. 
$175,ooo. 36 
The jury decided on 
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CHAPTER IV 
THE CATEGORIES 
The Categories Collectively 
During the 12 year span that this analysis covers, 
233 of Westbrook Pegler's columns were examined. Of' those 
columns, 51 were written while Pegler was working !'or 
Scripps-Howard and were published in the Boston Traveler. 
The remaining 182 columns were written af'ter.Pegler 
transferred to Hearst and were published in the Boston 
American. 
The preponderance of space was devoted to unfavorable 
comment, as shown in Figure 1. There ~as approximately 
seven times as much unfavorable comment (80.5%) as there 
was favorable comment (11.4%) and ten times as much 
unfavorable comment as there was neutral comment (8.1%). 
More than 60 per cent of' the total comment was 
focused on three categories, Politics and Political 
. . 
Figures, which receivedapproximately one-third (33.11%), 
Unions and Union Figures, which received one-fifth (20.59%) 
,, 
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and Communism and Communists, which received one-tenth 
f• r· -- ~ ~ 4 ... 
J • • • - ' 
' ', 
FA"V. NEU'r. 
Three categories, Newspapers and Newspapermen, Taxes, 
and Magazines, Books and Authors, each received approximately 
rive per cent of the total space. All other categories 
received less than three per cent of the total. 
Charts were made to show the amount of space given 
monthly to each o£ the categories and to illustrate any 
downward or upward trends. These charts are included in 
the discussions or the individual categories. 
- ~ --- -__,;. --=------
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The Categories Individually 
POLITICS AND POLITICAL FIGURES 
In this category the unfavorable comment (85.72%) 
dominated the favorable comment by a six to one ratio. 
Mr. Pegler always took a pro or anti attitude for there 
was no neutral comment. 
Figure 2 
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Politics and Political Figures 
As shown in Figure 2, . Pegler concentrated his comments 
on this category very heavily in the months of June 1947 
j and July 1948. The political figure at whom he directed 
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his sharpest barbs was Henry Wallace, who, he said, "slobbers" 'i 
and "drools when he talks" and who was subjugated by a mystic 
named Nicholas Constantin Roerich.37 
He told of "guru" letters written by Wallace to Roerich, 
said that it was shocking that a man 11 one heartbeat from the 
president could have written those letters,n38 and that 
Wallace had "called in some mystic faker to tell him what 
to do ... 39 
Pegler was continually sniping at the Roosevelt family 
throughout the period covered. Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 
he said, tried to compare himself with George Washington and 
' 40 
Abraham Lincoln and when, after FDR' s _death, Harry Truman 
made a speech eulogizing him, Pegler condemned him for it.41 
He compared FDR to Hitler, FDR's followers to Hitler's 
.. . . 
Jl followers, 2ia1ing, "The wild ferocity of Hitler's idolators 
!' 
1j was never more savage and intolerant of truth and honest 
II 
1 opinion. 42 
Mrs. Roosevelt, he said, was pro-union,43 anti-Catholic44 
and soft on communism,45 and he discredits sons Jimmy46 and 
II Elliot. 4 7 
1 He did not like the Taft-Hartley law because he thought 
I 48  it ineffective, easily avoided by the unions and he detested 
I the Wagner act because it "forced the manufacturers and I 
' workers to accept bargaining agents unknown to them," and I! 
I was used to "dragoon civilians into uni'amiliar occupations I 
and, incidentally, the unions.n5l 
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Favorable comment was given to Tom Dewey for whom he I 
I had good words except when he compared him with Senator 1 
1
1 Robert Taft and then he discredited Dewey and lauded Taft. I! 
1
1 II 
Harry Truman got some favorable comment from him when he 
! 
'I ,, 
I' 
'I ,,
I' 
was comparing him with Dwight Eisenhower for whom he had 
50 
a distinct dislike. Senator Joe McCarthy was a favorite 
of his and when Brigadier General Telford Taylor made an I 
II anti-McCarthy speech at West Point, Pegler lashed out against 
1
1 
51 him for it. 
Committees which met with his approval were the Dies 
committee which he said "may have been wrong in some cases 
but was right in most of them,"52 and the investigating 
. - . . 
committee headed by McCarthy from which there "was nothing 
to be afraid of unless guilty.n53 
Calvin Coolidge got all the best of it in a comparison 
with FDR. Pegler especially liked Coolidge's attitude 
toward Britain's payment of its debt and the interest on 
it and quoted the famous sentence, "They hired the money, 
didn't they?"54 
UNIONS AND UNION FIGURES 
The content of Pegler's columns wi~h regard to unions 
provides indisputable evidence that they have a solid basis 
for their contention that he is unfair. But where the 
unions identifythemselves _as synonymous with labor and 
criticize him as "unfair to labor" when he denounces them, 
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Pegler treats unions and labor as two separate factions with 
one competing against the other. 
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The comment unfavorable to unions and union figures 
consisted of 97 times as much space as that which was 
favorable and also 97 times as much as that which was 
neutral (97•78% unfavorable against 1.21~ favorable and 
1.01% neutral). 
Given favorable comment was union leader Philip ·Murray. 
Of the many times his name ~as mentioned in Pegler's columns~ 
this happened but once when he was being compared with 
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1: John L. Lewis. The other favorable comment consisted of 
I 
I' 
II 
tl 
II 
I 
I 
,, 
il 
I 
'I I 
Pegler giving himself credit as being for unions, but for 
good, clean unions.55 
The neutral comment also had a personal reference. 
Pegler told his readers that he was neither pro nor anti 
unions. In this column he made a definite distinction 
between unions and labor and said that he was pro-labor~ 
Peak months for space given to unions and union figures 
were from January 1942 through May 1946 with the months of 
April 1946, with 41%, and May, with 38%, the highest. Lowest 
month was December 1953, when the category got only 7%. 
The downward trend in space allocated to this category 
indicates that Pegler has concentrated more on other issues 
in recent years. 
There was no reduction in rancor, however, for he was 
still castigating unions as being •enemies of labor" and 
"infested with communists" in December. 
Although his Johnny-one-note campaign to bedevil unions 
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and union figures is, despite his assertion that he is neither ; 
J, 
pro nor anti union, decidedly unfair (there are, as James B. 
Carey said, some good unions and some good union leaders) 
he has been helpful in ridding the unions of crooks. As 
early as January 1942 he was saying that 11 the New York 
waterfront is ruled by brutal crooks," a fact that became 
glaringly evident in the headlines published in newspapers 
throughout the country in 1954, and he had scathing remarks 
to make agains·t Joey Fay who _later was_-sent to jail. 
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But it must have been whimsy when he said that he was 
not anti union for he later reported~ "It has been a pleasure 
to turn up gangsters and racketeers in the union movement and 
to taunt men like GreenJ Murray, Lewis and all the rest of 
them." 
COMMUNISM AND COMMUNISTS 
There was neither favorable nor neutral comment given 
to communism and communists, Pegler being 100% against them, 
as any other nationally syndicated columnist would be in 
these time's. · 
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But although his opinion remained constant~ the amount 
or space given this category increased and in Dec~ber 1953 
it reached its highest rigure~ 37%• 
The increase in space allocated to communism and 
communists can account for the decrease in space given to 
unions and union .rigures and is an indication that Pegler 
may finally have found an ism that is a greater menace to 
the United States than unionism, although he often links 
the two, seeming to consider communism~ rather than labor, 
as the proper synonym ror unions~ 
He is a staunch believer in guilt by association, 
saying, .. Guilt by association in this country is an old 
and respected principle or jurisprudence. rr you hang out 
in a low resort and are picked up as a low character that 
is your fault."56 
Besides unions, Pegler also linked Mrs. Roosevelt, 
the Wagner act, Drew Pearson (he says a former columnist 
ror the Dailf Worker was hired by Pearson as a leg man), 
the Committee on Civil Rights and the Ladies Home Journal 
to communism. 
He associated Louis BroMrield, the writer, with 
communism, but accredited it to stupidity rather than to 
1 pro-communist tendencies. 
29 
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NEWSPAPERS AND NEWSPAPERMEN 
W·estbrook Pegler has little regard for his fellow 
columnists but this category, on the whole, receives much 
gentler treatment than did those previously mentioned. 
Figure 5 
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Newspapers and Newspapermen 
There was only a four to one ratio between unfavorable 
and favorable comment and a three to one ratio between 
unfavorable and neutral comment {unfavorable 63.37%, 
favorable 14.65% and neutral 21.98%). 
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Drew Pearson and Walter Winchell are the colwnnists 
for whom Pegler has the least regard. In addition to 
linking Pearson with communism by his "guilt by association" 
tactics, he charged that Pearson used his radio time to make 
false statements.57 He denounced Winchell for degrading 
journalistic ethics and concluded the column by saying, 
"this essay has no part of any feud unless it can be said 
that a broom has a feud with dirt." 
Newspapers which Pegler doesn't like are the New York 
Herald Tribune, which is his idea of a left wing newspaper, 
and the Rutland Herald, which he associates with communism, 
not because of communist tendencies but because it is too 
credulous. {It would take a credulous person indeed to 
believe that the New York Herald Tribune was a left wing 
newspaper or that the Rutland Herald could survive in a 
Republican stronghold such as Vermont.) 
A newspaper he liked was the Los Angeles Tribune, a 
negro paper which criticized other negro papers and 
challenged the New Deal "thought control." He was pleased 
with the pace and methods of American newspapers when 
compared with those of Britain. 
Columns on British newspapers and newspapermen were 
considered neutral because the comment was more amusing 
than derogatory. 
He told of the leisurely style of British newspapers 
Although he is strongly opposed to the system of 
taxation used in this country, Pegler was for taxation 
!l 
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during the war years and that accounts ror the relatively 
low ratior,of four to one by which the unfavorable comment 
(82.21%) outweighs the favorable comment (15.81%). The 
neutral comment was slight, amounting to less than two 
per cent of the total (1.98%). 
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Taxe~ 
His comment favoring the income tax 
when he said t;hat it wa~ wartime and the 
needs t~e money. n60 His neutral comment 
s 0 N D 
came in 1942 
"government 
also came in 1942, 
three days after his column favoring taxes, when he said 
that it was all right to spend for the war effort but not 
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to "waste the money.•61 
After the war he decried the use of tax money for 
foreign aid and ridiculed the social security tax by 
citing a case where the tax was imposed on persons who 
62 hired baby sitters. 
MAGAZINES, BOOKS AND AUTHORS 
Horatio Alger is Pegler's ideal as a writer and he 
thinks that ~lger deserves a status as a reformer similar 
to that of Charles .Dickens and Harriet Beecher Stowe.63 
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Magazines, Books and Authors 
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category also has approximately a four to one 
ratio of' unfavorable (79.33) to favorable (20.6'7%) comment. 
There was no neutral comment. 
Another favorite author of' his was Margaret Mitchell 
whom he eulogized in one of' his columns after her death.64 
Authors whom he dislikes are John Roy Carlson, who 
wrote "Cairo to Damascus," and Jack Anderson and Ronald 
w. May, co-authors of "McCarthy the Man, the Senator, 
the Ism." Not only does he criticize the authors, he 
criticizes the reviewers who praised these books. 
In discussing an article written about him in the 
American Mercury, Pegler proves the statement, "He has 
feelings though he may not show them," only partly correct. 
He has feelings and he flaunts them. 
The article, written in 1945 by John McCarten65 said 
. . 
that Pegler would walk down the aisle of a train carrying 
immigrants reading newspapers printed in their native 
languages and: 
"thrust his cane like a sword through the 
extended pages of' the Jewish Daily Forward, 
or the Strats-Zeitl.mg or Il Progresso as · 
theY. were being_ r_e~<:I by polyglot passengers. 
1Why don•t these dopes learn English?' he 
would ask. •They're keeping down circulation.• n 
This article so injured his sensitive nature that 
almost nine years later he directed a column of' bile against 
Lawrence Spivak, editor of' the American Mercury at the time 
the article was printed, McCarten and Harold Ross, late 
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publisher o~ the New Yorker~ ~or whom McCarten regularly 
worked. He was especially vindictive toward Ross, about 
whom he said, "I told Harold Ross he was a rotten pro-
communist sneak." 
The book nickes Diary" brought some acrid comment 
about its author who, Pegler said, was "a despicable 
person who con~ides as he goes along that he swiped rare 
stamps for his own collection and Roosevelt's out o~ 
public ~ilea." Then, increasing his ardor~ he continues, 
"He planted one of his girl ~riends on the payroll ~or 
a synthetic job o~ no value and when his wi~e was killed 
and he was sole legatee, he deducted ~rom the taxable 
estate the cost o~ his wreath ~or her grave and the shroud 
thEt wrapped her. n 
His ~ondness ~or Horatio Alger Jr. makes one wonder 
i~ Alger would ever have permitted one o~ his heroes to 
be the author o~ a column similar to "Fair Enough." 
CRIME AND CRIMINALS 
There is in this category,as in the category Communism 
and C~~ists, neither ~avorable nor neutral comment. This 
_.: ·~ 
can pot be considered as ~oul play by Pegler ~or everyone 
is against sin. The comment is 100% unfavorable. 
---==---
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Crime and Criminals 
Crooked unionists like Joey Fay~ treasonable communists 
like Robert Best and extraordinary hoodlums like Bugay 
Seigal are given space in the order named. 
GOVERNMENT 
If a government employee and a union employee were 
students and Westbrook Pegler were a specimen in a biology 
class, it is likely that there would be a scuffle to see 
·;.Who could be the .first to cut him up. 
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For Pegler has i'ully as much disdain i'or government 
employees as he does i'or union men. Although he gives less 
than three per cent oi' the total space to government, his 
comment is 100 per cent uni'avorable. 
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He does not believe in government retirement plans: 
because he doesn't approve of retiring able bodied men; 66 
he is against government interi'erence 1n bus~ness ?r 
education; and as for Civil Service --- "scrap it.n67 
. L ---' 1 
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SPORTS AND SPORTS FIGUREs· 
This category was an important rung in Pegler's climb 
to the highe~ income tax bra9kets and he treats sports and 
sports figures kindly, voicing no unfavorable comment. 
Approximately twent,- per cent of the space given to sports . 
contained favoral:>?-.e comment and the rest was neutral. 
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Sports and Sports Figures 
Favorable comment was given to boxers Joe Louis and 
Max Schmeling with Pegler saying that Schmeling was still 
a nice guy ev~n though we were at war with Germany and 
''he was :fighting for Germany.n68 
---------- - - ==--=-
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I Neutral comment was given to baseball when he discussed 
I 
I the world's series and when he mentioned the possibility of 
11 unionism in baseball. 
Neutral comment was also given to 
I! boxing when he told of a non-title match between Mickey 
11 Walker, the middleweight champion, and Paul Swiderski, 
I 
I 
I 
,. 
,, 
'I 
I 
an unknown who flattened the out of condition Walker with 
a haymaker in the first round and would have won the fight 
if Walker's manager, Jack Kearns, hadn't had the presence 
of mind to reach over and hit the bell with an empty coke 
bottle two minutes before the round was supposed to be 
69 
over. 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
This category was fairly evenly balanced with the 
. ' . . 
unfavorable comment leading t~e favorable comment by 
a comparatively narrow margin. The favorable comment 
was 45.05% compared with the unfavorable comment which 
was 54.95%. 
There was a total of only 9~ inches of space given to 
foreign affairs and none of it was used to voice comment 
that could be called neutral. 
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Foreign Mfairs 
The favorable comment came during the war years . and 
was for the manner in which we were whipping Germany. 
The unfavorable ~omment was directed tow~d foreign aid 
and a not-tough-enough attitude toward Germany. 
~ ::.--:---- -====. --==- - --- -= 
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HUMAN IN'rEREST 
In his human interest columns, Pegler was noncommittal 
fifty per cent of the time• disgruntled the other fifty 
per cent. There}·were only 89 inches of space given to 
human interest ·'during the period coVered and 44 inches were 
unfavorable, 45 inches neutrale , 
100 
90 
Bo 
70 
60 
20 
10 
0 
Figurel2 
------·----~ 
J F M A M J J A s 0 N D 
Human Interest 
4rticles on ~ ni~t club in New York and on public 
speaking were _writte_n . without rancor, but he found taxi 
drivers irritating rather than entertaining and h~ advocated 
stiffening the penalties against careless drivers. 
HUMOR 
There were 82 inches or space given to humorous articles, 
all written in an innocuous vein. This was one .of the two 
c.at egories in which all comment was neutral. 
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Subjects for his humor were etiquette, parties and 
persons. His style can be amusing and he shows that he 
·· ··· . •· 
has· the ability to make a person smile as well as scowl. 
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JUDICIARY 
All 73 inches of space given to this category were 
unfavora'blee '' 
., ' 
·- ·: .. Figure 14 
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Judiciary 
Pegler is ired by minority opinions which give judges 
an opportunity to "show off" since they know that their 
m~nority opinions are not law. He cites Justice Holmes as 
an example of a jurist Wh? liked to display his wit in 
70 
writing minority opinions. 
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COMMITTEE ON CIVIL RIGHTS 
As in the judiciary, all comments regarding the 
Committee on Civil Rights are unfavorable. 
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Committee on Civil Rights 
In the 63 inches of space which it is given, the 
committee is continually attacked as being a communistic 
link. 
- ---- -= -===-
--- -~==~~=====~ 
VETERAN'S ORGANIZATIONS; 
In the material analysed over the period 1942 through 
1953. the columns . conce~ning veteran's organizations were 
regarded as neutral. 
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Veteran's Organizations 
The 62 inches of comment consisted mainly of advice 
to the organizations. warning them of the dangers ot being 
linked with communist-type groups. 
=-----=--
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WAR EFFORT 
There were 58 inches of space given to the war effort 
and the majority of it was favorable (70.68%), consist~ng 
of encouraging words ·t ·o help hasten the victory over 
Gezmany • . 
. ... 
Figure 17 
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War Effort . 
The unfavorable comment (29.32%} was directed at 
absenteeism among war workers and loafing on the job • 
. ,. 
I· 
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UNITED STATES ARMY 
The Ar.my got approximately a 50 - 50 break from Pegler 
i 
with 20 inc~es or favorable space against 24 inches that 
were unfavorable. There was no neutral comment. 
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United States Ar:my 
He advocated the "caste system" and praised West Point 
and its officers. But he was disdainful of the way u. s. 
troops overseas were coddled (this was after, not during, 
the war), a aying that they received too many luxuries, 
and he thought that the WAC's should be disbanded. 
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POETRY 
Pegler, during this period, wrote two columns of 
poetry, each 20 inches in length, one favorable, the 
other neutral. 
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Poetry 
The favorable poem was devoted to his wife and shows 
that he is capable of love as well as hate. 71 The second 
poem is ·written in a light vein and discusses the problems 
facing the United States. 
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JOHN MARAGON 
M:r. Ma:ragon. who ,gets. _40 inches of' space. must be a 
:rare person ·f'o:r although he is. a doe:r oi' misdeeds • Pegler 
likes hi~.: · and say's so. 
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John Ma:ragon 
He does not condone Ma:ragon 1 s misdeeds but . def'ends him 
in an "innocent by association" manner. citing nationally 
prominent f'igures and saying that they too have pe:ri'ormed 
similar misdeeds.72 
II 
BUSINESS 
The last or the categories is business. It consisted 
or a single colwnn in which Pegler quoted a letter written 
by a businessman. 
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Since Pegler made no personal comment the column was 
considered neutral. 
-- ·-=-=- -=-
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The lopsided predominance of unfavorable comment 
written by Westbrook Pegler during the period that this 
analysis was made establishes that if he is fair in his 
columns be is fair only in that he is equally unfair to 
all the major categories. The subjects on which he writes 
the most favorable comment are the subjects about which he 
writes least often. 
If there were only one category that could be used 
in this analysis, the category selected would be "Crime 
and Criminals," for Pegler indiscrimately incriminates 
all that he does not like. 
In the three largest categories, Communists are 
linked with the crime of treason; union and union figures 
are linked to crooks and communism; and political figures 
are linked with communism. unions and grafters. 
Even when writing about some of his favorites such 
as sports figures or John Maragon. Pegler tells of shady 
dealings. 
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Can a man who constantly reviles the subjects about 
which he writes command any respect for his opinions? 
Pegler can and does command respect where it counts 
the most --- with the editors and publishers. In the 22 
years since 1932 when he went from the Chicago Tribune to 
I 
I 
l 
II 
I 
I! I 
I 
l 
I 
I 
Scripps-Howard as a syndicated columnist his reading audience I 
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I· 
has grown steadily until today his columns are carried by 
more papers (186) than ever before. His salary6 naturally, 
increased as his columns appeared in more papers. 
The poll conducted in 1942 among $00 editors to 
select the "best adult" columnist was won easily by 
Pegler and shows the respect that editors had for his 
opinions. 
Has this respect for his opinions waned in recent 
years? 
The conclusion to this must be that it has not. 
Not only because or the increase in papers carrying his 
column but also because the editor of a magazine o£ the 
stature of Collier's refused to publish articles written 
by Quentin Reynolds after Pegler had called him an 
"absentee war correspondent." · 
This, however, in addition to showing overwhebning 
respect for Pegler, also shows boundless stupidity on the 
part o£ the editor. He is,incidentally, no longer with 
Collier•s. 
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Could then, any columnist, using the Pegler technique 
of writing mainly on controversial issues, build himself a 
following similar to Pegler's merely by writing to irritate?! 
The answer is no and the reason is style. Pegler has 
it • . He can tickle as well as torment, as he showed in same 
of the humorous articles which appeared much too seldom 
during the period covered. 
If controversial articles alone would stimulate the 
sale of syndicated columns to editors throughout the 
country there would be thousands of Westbrook Peglers. 
It is concluded, therefore, that Pegler will begin to 
lose readers when he begins to lose his style, not 
before. When he becomes boresome rather than bothersome, 
when his columns induce sleepiness instead of stomach 
spasms, then Westbrook Pegler is in danger of dropping 
from the high income brackets. 
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TABLE I 
II 
I' Master Table 
I 
I 
RANK CATEGORY FAV. UNFAV. NEUT. TOT. 
1. Politics and I I Political Figures 226 1357 0 1583 
II 2. Unions and I Union Figures 12 969 10 991 I II 3· Communism and 
,, Communists 0 462 0 462 I' 
4· Newspapers and 
40 I II Newspapermen 173 60 273 5. Taxes 40 208 5 253 
6. Magazines, Books 
I and Authors 50 192 0 242 
I 1· Crime and I Criminals 0 133 0 133 
I B. Government 0 109 0 109 
I 9. Sports and · Sports Figures 20 0 79 99 
I 10. Foreign Affairs 41 50 0 91 
I 
11~ Human Interest 0 44 ~~ 89 12. Humor 0 0 82 
,, 13~ Judiciary 0 73 0 13 
I 14· Committee on I Civil Rights 0 63 0 63 
I 
15. Veteran's 
Organizations 0 0 62 62 
16~ war Effort 41 17 0 58 I' 17. u. s. -Army 20 24 0 tti I! 18~ Poetry 20 0 20 
I 
ti 
19~ John Maragon 40 0 0 40 
20. Business 0 0 24 24 I 
II 
I 
I 
I TOTALS 550 3874 387 4811 I 
I 
I 
-----
....:-=---~- -- ~-~~~--
---
TABLE II 
Categories for January 1942 
RANK CATEGORY FAV. UNFAV. NEUT. TOT. 
1. Unions and 
Union Figures 8 130 0 138 
2. Politics and 
Political Figures 26 90 0 116 
3~ Taxes 40 20 5 65 
4· Cormnunism and Communists 0 40 0 40 
5~ Government 0 34 0 34 
6~ War Effort 20 0 0 20 
1· Foreign Affairs 20 0 0 20 B. Sports and 
Sports Figures 20 0 0 20 
9. Crime and 
Criminals 0 16 0 16 
TOTALS 134 330 5 469 
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"7 TABLE III 
Categories ror February 1943 
RANK CATEGORY FAV. UNFAV. NEUT. TOT. 
1. Politics and 
Political Figures 18 90 0 108 
2. Unions and 
Union Figures 4 78 10 92 
' 3. Human Interest 0 21 45 66 i 4· War Errort 21 17 0 38 
r 
5. Crime and 
Criminals 0 26 0 26 lj 6~ Taxes 0 22 0 22 
II 7~ Foreign .Af'rairs 21 0 0 21 
II 
8. Newspapers arid 
Newspapermen 0 20 0 20 
9. Sports and 
I 
Sports Figures 0 0 19 19 
10. Communism and 
Communists 0 13 0 13 
oil 
TOTALS 64 287 74 42.5 
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TABLE IV 
Categories ror March 1944-45 
CATEGORY FAV. UNFAV. 
Unions and 
Union Figures 0 97 
Politics and 
Political Figures 17 61 
Newspapers and 
Newspapermen 0 20 
Crime and · 
Criminals 0 40 
Foreign Affairs 0 40 
Taxes 0 25 
Government 0 20 
Humor 0 0 
17 303 
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TABLE V I - ! ,, 
I I Categories for April 1946 il I i I 
I I II 
I! RANK CATEGORY FAV. UNFAV. NEUT. TOT. 
II 
,, 
1. Unions and 
Union Figures 0 100 0 100 
I 
,, 2. Politics and 
jl Political Figures 20 40 0 60 
3· Newspapers and I II . Newspapermen 40 0 0 40 I 
II 4· 
Veteran'"s I Organizations 0 0 40 40 I I 
TOTALS 60 J.40 40 240 
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TABLE VI 
Categories for May 1946 
CATEGORY FAV. UNFAV. NEUT. TOT. 
Unions and 
Union Figures 0 13.5 0 13.5 
Politics and 
Political Figures 20 8.5 0 10.5 
Sports 0 0 40 40 
Human Interest 0 23 0 23 
Veteran's 
Organizations 0 0 22 22 
Poetry 0 0 20 20 
u. s. Army 20 0 0 20 
Judiciary 0 18 0 18 
Foreign Affairs 0 17 0 17 
40 278 82 400 
~ : TABLE . VII 
I Categories for June 1947 
RANK CATEGORY FAV. UNFAV. NEUT. TOT. 
1. Politics and 
Political Figures 0 260 0 260 
2. Unions and 
Union Figures 0 60 0 60 
3• Taxes 0 20 0 20 
4· Poetry 20 0 0 20 5. Crime and 
Criminals 0 20 0 20 
TOTALS 20 360 0 380 
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TABLE VIII 
Categories for July 1948 
CATEGORY FAV. UNFAV. 
Politics and 
Political Figures 24 215 
Unions and 
Union Figures 0 67 
Crime and 
Criminals 0 31 
313 
NEUT. TOT. 
0 239 
0 67 
0 31 
0 337 
I 
~ 
II ~ I 
I 
I 
I 
'I 
I 
II 
ii 
I 
I 
I 
' 
I 
I 
II 
65 
ll 
I 
II 
66 
II 
II 
I 
1 TABLE IX 
!I 
I' 
I 
Categories £or August 1949 
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I RANK 
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Categories 
CATEGORY 
Communism and 
Communists 
Politics and 
Politicians 
Judiciary 
Newspapers and 
Newspapermen 
Unions and 
Union Figures 
Business 
I 67 
. ~ 
I 
I 
I 
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TABLE X I I 
I 
for September 1950 I 
I 
FAV. UNFAV. NEUT. TOT. 
0 165 0 165 
42 111 0 153 
0 55 0 55 
'I 0 51 0 51 
II 
0 46 0 46 
0 0 24 24 
II 
42 428 
I 
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TABLE XI 
Categories £or October 1951 
RANK CATEGORY FAV. UNFAV. 
l. Politics and 
Politicians 5 102 
2. Magazines, Books 
and Authors 20 70 
3· Communism and Communists 0 78 
4· Unions and Union Figures 0 15 
5. Taxes 0 64 
6. Committee on 
Civil Rights 0 63 
1· Newspapers and Newspapermen 0 31 
8~. Sports 0 0 
9. Humor 0 0 
TOTALS 25 489 
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38 
TOT. 
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TABLE XII 
Categories for Nov~ber 1952 
i 
I 
I 
I 
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RANK 
1. 
2. 
3· 
4· 5. 
6. 
1· 8. 
9. 
CATEGORY 
Politics and 
Political Figures 
Unions and 
Union Figures 
Magazines, Books 
and Authors 
Government 
u. s. Army 
Communism and 
Communists 
Humor 
Taxes 
Foreign Affairs 
I TOTALS 
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FAV. UNFAV. 
18 104 
0 68 
0 62 
. 0 31 
0 24 
0 21 
0 0 
0 10 
0 10 
18 336 
II 
I 
69 
NEUT. TOT. 
0 122 
0 68 I 
I 0 62 I' 0 31 
.I 0 24 
0 21 
21 21 
0 10 
0 10 
21 315 
I 
I -
I 
I 
I 
RANK 
1. 
2. 
3· 
4· 
5. 
6. 
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TABLE XIII 
Categories ~or December 1953 
CATEGORY FAV. UNFAV. 
Communism and 
Communists 0 120 
Politics and 
Politicians 17 60 
Magazines, Books 
and Authors 0 60 
Unions and 
Union Figures 0 23 
Taxes 0 20 
Human Interest 0 0 
17 283 
---~~-
NEUT. TOT. 
0 120 
0 11 
0 60 
0 23 
0 20 
20 20 
20 320 
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